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ments existed in favour of sheep-farming; its profits were
higher and its expenses were lower than those of tillage.
There was more profit, said a contemporary writer, " by
grazing of ten acres to the occupier alone than is in tillage
of twenty " ; and it was natural that the farmer had no
" joy to set his plough in the ground " x. Yet another factor
in the situation was the growth of a moneyed class enriched
by the woollen industry and by its control over the financial
business of the realm, which was now passing into its
hands. It was anxious to find an outlet for its wealth, and
sheep-farming afforded ample opportunities for safe and
profitable investment. Speculation in land, especially after
the dissolution of the monasteries brought great estates into
the market, became widespread. Lincolnshire families2
which had built up a fortune in trade invested money in
land, and London citizens purchased manors in Surrey3 or
received grants from Henry VIII. in liquidation of his debts.
In this way three London aldermen obtained a large part
of Newstead in Nottinghamshire, and a London merce*
acquired estates at Worksop4. Crowley6 bitterly attacked
the merchants who were becoming landowners :
*c To purchase lands is all their care
And all the study of their brain ",
Lever wrote (1550) : " The merchants of London" are
not " content with the prosperous wealth of that vocation
to satisfy themselves and to help others, but their riches
must abroad in the country to buy farms out of the hands
of worshipful gentlemen, honest yeomen, and poor labouring
husband[men] "6. Thomas Cromwell even contemplated
(1535) a law " that merchants shall employ their goods
continually in traffic and not in purchasing lands . . . and
that no merchants shall possess more than forty pounds lands
by the year"7. Thus the merchant became a squire and
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